

Natriello recommends  that NCES,   "Work with a Few states to Develop Pilot state
Level Data Bases Related to Significant Educational Issues."    He states  that  one
advantage  to  this  approach would be  some assurance  "that the data collection  was
done properly."     Implicit in his recommendation is the need for comparable state
level  data.

The Council of Chief  State School Officers'  paper points to the costs of  good
data:   "accurate  and reliable  information at the federal  level  is possible   in
direct proportion and relationship to the development and improvement of  support
systems at the state and local level."    The Council "encourages NCES to seek
sufficient resources  to permit all  levels of  government  to have  resources   to
generate  the  data  that   the Federal Government needs  to  report  timely,   accurate
and comprehensive   statistics."

Cronin discusses  the  cost  effectiveness of collecting NAEP data.     He suggests
that  "it is quite possible  that assessment activity by a coalition of  state
educational  agencies  can  be  more  cost-effective,   more useful and more
comprehensive  than NAEP at present."

B.   Turnbull suggests  that  "NCES  should not hesitate  to take a strong stand with
State Education Agency's   (SEAs)   on quality and consistency in the data they
provide  to the  federal level."    This  view  is  supported by Plisko,  Ginsburg and
Chaikind who  recommend  that  "special attention must be given to holding  the
States accountable for providing the Department with consistent and accurate
data."

TECHNOLOGICAL   ISSUES  OF   DATA COLLECTION

Several of  the suggestions and concerns expressed by the authors of these papers
have some  implications  for the  technology of  collecting and processing data.
However,   this  section  is  a synthesis limited to explicit references  to
technological  issues.

Technological  issues are defined as  those  involving the hardware and software
used in  the data  collection and data processing activities of NCES,  whether
directly performed by NCES or by contractors.     The organization and structure of
databases   (e.g.,   distributed vs.   centralized database,   integrated vs.   separate
files,  etc.)   are  included  in this definition of  technological issues,  but the
content of  the  databases   (i.e.,  which data items are  in the data base)   is not
included.

No single paper was dedicated to the theme of data collection and/or data
processing technology.     This is probably good,   since technology should always be
determined by  the  larger substantive issues.     But there is some disadvantage  in
not systematically addressing technological matters when current systems are
already in place.     The costs and benefits of more fully utilizing available
technology,   or of adopting other technologies,   can become important
considerations  in these  circumstances.

Four major areas  of  concern about technology have been identified in the papers:
o        Data  collection,
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